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The  Annual  Report 

of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


INTRODUCTION. 

As  the  war  goes  on,  the  effects  of  the  scarcity  of  materials,  and  the  shortage 
of  staff  caused  recruitment  into  H.M.  Forces,  is  having  a  cumulative  effect 
upon  the  supervision  and  control  of  the  environmental  conditions  of  the  people 
of  the  town.  Routine  inspections  of  districts  and  housing  surveys  have  been 
abandoned,  and  replaced  by  action  on  complaint,  while  repairs  to  houses  have 
been  restricted  to  the  essentials.  The  energies  of  the  staff  have  been  largely 
absorbed  by  Air  Raid  Precautions  work,  such  as  control  of  the  ambulance  service, 
control  of  stores,  and  the  equipment  of  decontamination  and  first  aid  posts.  The 
billeting  of  transferred  war  workers,  and,  on  a  smaller  scale,  of  evacuees  and 
billetees,  has  also  fallen  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  Sanitary  inspectorate. 

There  is  an  acute  shortage  of  housing  accommodation,  and  a  large  amount  of 
overcrowding.  The  employment  of  married  women  in  industry  has  been  largely 
extended.  This  has  inevitably  led  to  a  lowered  standard  of  maternal  care,  which, 
combined  with  overcrowding,  has  caused  a  large  scale  increase  in  parasitic  and 
dirt  diseases,  such  as  lice  infestation,  impetigo  and  scabies. 

On  the  credit  side,  employment  is  good,  and  notwithstanding  shortages  of 
some  classes  of  food,  it  may  be  said  that  the  staples  of  life  are  obtainable  by  all, 
and  that  distribution  on  the  whole  is  equitable.  Hospitals,  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare,  the  Tuberculosis  Service,  the  School  Medical  Service  and  Food  Inspection 
have  been  able  to  function  fully. 

Vital  statistics  are  the  immediate  yardstick  by  which  we  can  measure  the 
effects  of  the  interplay  of  causes. 

The  birth  rate  has  risen  slightly,  and  the  death  rate  substantially.  The 
cause  of  the  latter  is  an  ageing  of  the  population  caused  by  a  low  birth  rate,  a 
cumulative  loss  of  recruits,  and  a  longer  survival  of  the  middle-aged  and  elderly. 

The  marriage  rate  has  gone  up,  due  to  the  desire  ‘To  get  things  settled  before 
joining  up,”  and  to  the  increase  of  working-class  income,  as  evidenced  by  the  large 
fall  in  the  number  of  unemployed,  of  persons  in  receipt  of  relief,  and  in  the 
number  of  surgery  consultations  and  domiciliary  visits  paid  by  the  District  Medical 
Officers  employed  by  the  Public  Assistance  Committee.  Infant  mortality  shows 
a  regrettable  rise,  in  which  the  employment  of  mothers  of  young  children  must 
]day  a  part.  Supporting  this  view  is  the  fact  that  deaths  from  diarrhoeal  diseases 
increased  from  four  in  1939  to  twenty  last  year, 
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Twelve  Preston  women  died  in  childbirth,  and  although  1790  recovered  it  is 
a  melancholy  commentary,  not  so  much  on  our  medical  and  nursing  arrangements 
as  on  a  state  of  civilisation.  Female  children  are  born,  reared,  reach  maturity, 
and  in  their  turn  become  mothers.  Their  fate  at  this  critical  time  depends  upon 
heredity,  parental  care,  housing,  hygiene,  dietetic  habits  and  medical  and  nursing 
care.  We  can  do  nothing  about  heredity.  The  standard  of  medical  and  nursing 
care  has  been  and  is  being  stepped  up  at  a  rapid  pace,  but  progress  in  the  other 
desiderata  will  have  to  be  greatly  accelerated  before  the  only  obstacle  to  a  safe 
delivery  will  be  the  chance  of  some  nnforeseen  and  unforeseeable  obstetric 
catastrophe. 

The  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  depends  very  largely  on  the  access  to  food 
sufficient  in  quantity  and  quality  and  to  a  lesser  extent  on  overcrowding  and 
overwork.  It  is,  however,  a  chronic  condition  in  which  fatal  cases  show  a  con¬ 
siderable  time  lag  between  onset  and  death.  The  effects,  then,  of  war  upon 
the  incidence  and  mortality  caused  by  Tuberculosis  may  not  become  apparent 
for  some  time.  During  1940  there  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of 
notifications.  This  has  been  influenced  to  a  certain  extent  by  the  number  of  men 
referred  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  by  Medical  Boards.  These  patients  might, 
under  normal  circumstances,  have  made  a  recovery  without  notification,  or, 
more  likely,  have  become  subject  to  notification  at  a  later  stage  in  the  disease. 
It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  tendency  observed  for  many  years  for  the 
mortality  from  Tuberculosis  to  fall  has  not  been  arrested,  and  that  the  figure  for 
1940  was  the  lowest  in  the  last  five  years. 

1940  was  a  year  of  great  strain  and  danger  to  the  whole  community,  in  which 
its  character  has  been  tested  to  the  utmost.  The  courage  of  the  people,  and  their 
sense  of  solidity,  their  cheerful  acceptance  of  radical  changes  in  their  mode  of 
life,  their  readiness  to  give  mutual  help  in  the  great  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged, 
have  been  potent  factors  in  the  maintenance  of  health  of  body  and  mind,  even 
in  cities  which  have  been  subjected  to  continuous  and  heavy  air  attack. 

We  have  had  to  work  under  considerable  difficulties,  and  to  the  extent  that 
they  have  been  overcome,  much  is  due  to  the  devoted  work  of  my  colleagues, 
and  to  the  understanding  and  sympathy  of  members  of  the  Council. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  SlIARPF, 


Medical  Officer  of  Healtli, 
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A. — Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District, 


Area- 

Population  (mid  1940) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 
(end  of  1940) 


5,757  acres. 

108,500 

33,780 


s 


Summary  of  Social  and  Vital  Statistics* 

Total  cost  of  the  services  administered  by  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Commjittee,  and  the  School  Medical  Service 
Sub-Committee  of  the  Education  Committee  for  the  year  ending 
March  31st,  1940,  was  as  follows  : 


Expenditure 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

£100,053  os. 

od. 

Income  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

£20,887  os. 

od. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Birth  Rate 

Live  Births — Legitimate  1632 

844 

788 

15.04 

Illegitimate  ...  79 

41 

38 

0.74 

No.  of  Still  Births  ...  91  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births  53 


Deaths — Nett  ...  i,745  Rate  (corrected)  per  1,000  population... 16. 72 

Percentage  of  Total  Deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institutions  44-29 


Number  of  Marriages — 1289. 


Marriage  Rate — 11.88. 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  child  birth  : — 

Rate  per  1,000 

Deaths  Live  and  Still  Births 
From  Sepsis  ...  ...  2  1. 19 

From  other  causes  ...  10  5.84 


Death  rates  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births  : — 
Legitimate — 89.  Illegitimate — 139.  Total — 91. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

,,  Measles  at  all  ages 

,,  Whooping  Cough 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years) 


192 

6 

I 


20 
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B. — General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

1.  — Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority.  Sec  previous  reports. 

2.  — Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General. 

The  Council  contributes  £200  per  annum  to  the  Preston  District  Nursing 
Association,  and  is  represented  on  the  Committee  of  Management.  The 
Association  is  organised  into  ward  committees.  The  Provident  Scheme 
provides  a  substantial  portion  of  the  revenue.  The  work  during  1940  showed 
a  decrease  compared  with  that  done  in  1939.  The  organisation  is  well  sup¬ 
ported  and  is  increasing  its  scope  of  usefulness  and  service.  In  addition  to  the 
above  Association,  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  maintains  five  nursing  sisters, 
members  of  religious  orders,  in  the  Moorfields  Convent,  and  a  similar  number 
in  a  Home  in  Moor  Park  Avenue.  Most  of  these  nurses  arc  fully  trained  ; 
their  duties  include  not  only  nursing,  but  such  other  domestic  duties  as  may 
arise. 


(b)  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  Preston  District  Nursing  Association  undertakes  the  nursing  of 
measles,  whooping  cough,  pneumonia,  and  other  cases  of  infectious  disease 
not  usually  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 


3. — Midwives  Practising  in  the  Area. 

Number  of  State  Certified  Midwives  ...  ...  30 

Thirty  midwives  gave  notice  of  intention  to  practise  during  the  year, 
ten  of  whom  are  salaried  midwives.  Fourteen  of  these  are  employed  in 
maternity  hospitals  or  homes  and  do  no  domiciliary  midwifery. 

A  non-medical  supervisor  was  appointed  in  November,  1937. 


4. — National  Health  Insurance. 

Mr.  W.  Leyland,  Clerk  to  the  Preston  Insurance  Committee,  has  kindly 
supplied  the  following  information. 

The  number  of  persons  in  the  County  Borough  entitled  to  Medical 
Benefit  on  31st  December,  1940,  was  60,851.  Of  this  number  60,168  were 
members  of  Approved  vSocieties,  the  remaining  683  being  Deposit  Contributors. 
The  total  is  a  decrease  of  1,333  fhe  previous  year’s  figure  of  62,184. 
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The  mean  number  of  insured  persons  actually  on  doctors’  lists  for  the 
3^ear  was  58,105,  and  the  number  on  the  list  of  Approved  Institutions  was 
1.509- 

In  1940  the  number  of  prescriptions  issued  was  285,933,  and  was  an 
increase  of  61 1  on  the  1939  figure.  The  average  number  of  prescriptions 
issued  per  insured  person  was  4.92,  as  compared  with  4.84  for  1939,  4.99  for 
1938,  and  5.62  for  1937. 

The  total  drug  bill  for  1940  was  £11,730  14s.  5d.,  the  average  cost  per 
insured  person  being  4s.  o.45d.  Other  years’  figures  are  : — 1939,  3s.  6.53d., 
1938.  3s.  6.24d.  ;  1937,  3s.  io.28d.,  and  1936,  3s.  9.o8d. 

No  tests  of  drugs  or  appliances  under  the  Testing  of  Drugs  Scheme  were 
made  during  the  year  1940.  As  a  general  practice,  this  scheme  has  been 
suspended  for  the  duration  of  the  war. 


The  arrangements  were  continued  with  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary 
whereby  the  services  of  the  Pathological  Laboratory  are  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  insurance  doctors  for  examination  and  report.  During  a  twelve  months’ 
period  (ist  July,  1939 — 30th  June,  1940)  131  patients  were  referred  to  this 
Department  and  320  reports  received.  Forty  insurance  doctors  made  use 
of  the  services  of  the  Laboratory  under  this  scheme. 

On  31st  December,  1940,  there  were  66  practitioners  under  agreement 
with  the  Insurance  Committee.  This  number  includes  all  assistants  and  the 
resident  medical  officer  of  the  Preston  Friendly  Societies’  Medical  Association, 
and  is  similar  to  the  figure  for  1939.  At  the  same  date  there  were  48  chemists’ 
establishments  in  the  Borough  undertaking  insurance  dispensing.  This 
figure  is  a  decrease  of  two  on  that  of  the  previous  year. 


A  comparative  table  covering  the  years  1932-40,  showing  the  estimated 
population,  the  number  of  insured  persons,  and  the  number  of  prescriptions 
issued,  is  given  below  : — 


Estimated 

No. 

of  Presci 

Year. 

Population. 

Insured  Persons. 

Issued. 

1932 

118,500 

59,512 

287,197 

1933 

117,800 

58,165 

306,926 

1934 

117,490 

56,708 

286,760 

1935 

116,200 

56,733 

285,198 

1936 

115,200 

57)439 

297,148 

1937 

1 1 3 , 60  0 

58,596 

307,019 

1938 

113,600 

62,391 

283,644 

1939 

112,800 

62,184 

284,322 

1940 

408,500 

...  60,851 

285,933 
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5* — Poor  Law  Medical  Out-RclieL 

The  duties  of  a  District  Medical  Officer  as  laid  down  in  the  Public 
Assistance  Order,  1930,  and  the  Districts  with  the  Medical  Officers  attached, 
were  described  in  the  report  for  1931. 

The  Medical  Officers  paid  688  visits  to  patients  in  their  homes,  and 
held  1,281  consultations  in  their  respective  surgeries. 


Outdoor  relief  paid  in  respect  of  the  Borough 

Year. 

Amount. 

£  s- 

1934 

29321  3 

1935  . 

39606  3 

1936 

37928  I 

^  93^  * •  •  * •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

40765  9 

^939  *  *  ■  •  •  •  •  • '  •  •  •  •  ■  • 

43134  7 

1940 

40762  10 

6, — Work  done  for  the  Preston  Borough  by  the  Pathological  Department  of 
the  Royal  Infirmary  during  the  year  1940* 

Two  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy  examinations  were  carried  out. 
The  principal  items  were  :  milk,  700  ;  sputum,  636  ;  throat  swabs  for 
diphtheria,  etc.,  665  ;  water,  56. 

In  addition  to  the  above  figures  (and  not  included  in  them)  during  1940, 
the  following  examinations  were  made  for  the  V.D.  department  : — 

Films — ?  Gonococci  ...  1021 
Serum — ?  Treponema  ...  7 


Total  ...  ...  1028 


?♦ — Hospitals* 

Preston  Royal  Infirmary* 

Mr.  John  Gibson,  F.H.O.A.,  J.P.,  the  Superintendent  and  Secretary, 
has  kindly  supplied  the  following  details  : — 

The  principal  general  hospital  in  the  district  is  the  Preston  Royal 
Infirmary,  a  voluntary  hospital  of  some  333  beds,  with  a  convalescent  home 
for  men  at  “  The  Willows,”  Ashton  (26  beds)  and  for  women  and  children  at 
Lostock  Hall  (46  beds) — 405  beds  in  all.  The  Hospital  offers  a  complete 
range  of  service,  is  adequately  equipped  and  fully  staffed  by  visiting  and 
resident  medical  officers. 
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The  number  of  in-patients  treated  during  the  year  was  6,879,  against 
6,717  in  the  previous  year.  The  daily  average  number  of  beds  occupied  at 
the  Infirmary  was  263  and  33  baby  cots,  and  the  average  length  of  stay 
14  days. 

Six  hundred  and  sixty-two  of  the  patients  were  transferred  to  the  Lostock 
Hall  Convalescent  Hospital  for  women  and  children,  where  the  average  daily 
occupation  of  beds  was  32  and  the  average  stay  of  patients  17.3  days.  Five 
hundred  and  thirty  patients  were  also  transferred  to  ''  The  Willows  ” 
Convalescent  Hospital  for  men  in  Pedder’s  Lane,  Ashton-on-Ribble,  where 
the  daily  occupation  of  beds  was  22  and  the  average  stay  15  days  each. 
Twenty-five  persons  were  sent  to  the  Devonshire  Hospital,  Buxton,  for  treat¬ 
ment  of  rheumatic  conditions. 

In  the  Maternity  Department  810  patients  were  confined  and  737  living 
babies  born.  There  were  five  maternal  deaths. 

In  the  Out-patients’  Department  35,545  patients  were  treated  (a  decrease 
of  848),  including  14,921  accident  and  casualty  cases,  3,483  eye,  ear,  nose 
and  throat,  2,398  surgical,  999  artificial  sunlight,  669  pre-natal,  1031 
pathological,  and  16  visited  at  home,  618  medical,  1,137  dental,  6,091  X-Ray, 
1,834  massage  and  electrical,  769  orthopaedic,  204  radium,  63  mental  and 
526  venereal  diseases,  47  asthma,  85  heart  and  663  skin.  The  average  number 
of  out-patients  treated  daily  was  693. 

The  total  expenditure  of  the  Infirmary  was  £82,031  15s.  4d.,  of  which 
£63,956  IS.  od.  represented  ordinary  maintenance  and  £18,075  14s.  4d.  for 
the  Nurses’  Home  and  other  extensions,  A.R.P.  and  other  extraordinary 
expenditure.  The  income  was  £82,019  15s.  4d.  The  deficit  at  the  end  of 
1940  was  £216  15s.  8d. 

The  average  cost  of  maintenance  at  the  Infirmary  during  1940  was 
£3  9s.  id.  per  week  per  patient,  and  the  cost  of  each  Out-patient  6s.  2d. 

A  considerable  number  of  Service  patients,  including  a  small  number 
of  air  raid  casualties  were  treated.  Every  reasonable  precaution  has  been 
taken  for  the  protection  of  the  patients  and  staff  and  buildings,  including 
the  provision  of  decontamination  units,  emergency  water  supplies  and 
sterilising  and  cooking  facilities.  Emergency  stocks  of  food  and  fuel  have 
been  accumulated,  stores  dispersed,  fire-fighting  appliances  provided,  and 
resting  accommodation  for  patients  and  staff  erected  in  the  basement 
shelters. 

Besides  the  extra  beds  provided  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  set  up 
in  the  General  Wards,  “  Resuscitation  ”  Wards,  containing  37  beds  for  men, 
women  and  children,  have  been  set  aside  in  reserve  and  kept  in  a  constant 
state  of  readiness.  With  this  exception  the  services  of  the  Infirmary  and 
the  Auxiliary  Hospitals  have  not  been  curtailed. 
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A  large  band  of  Civil  Defence  Volunteer  Stretcher  Bearers  have  rendered 
excellent  service  in  standing  by  at  the  Infirmary  to  move  patients  to  safety. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  persons  were  treated  as  a  result  of  motor 
traffic  accidents.  Of  these,  124  were  in-patients,  who  occupied  beds  for  an 
average  of  9.5  days.  The  cost  of  treatment  was  £1,604  yd.,  towards 
which  £1,212  5s.  2d.  was  recovered,  leaving  £392  iis.  5d.  (25  per  cent.)  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  general  funds  of  the  Infirmary. 

In  the  Nurses’  Training  School  159  applications  for  training  were 
received  and  27  candidates  selected.  Twenty  nurses  passed  the  Final 
Examination  and  30  the  Preliminary  Examination  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  ;  17  pupil  midwives  obtained  the  Diploma  of  the  Central  Midwives’ 
Board. 

Fifteen  members  of  the  Staff  are  on  active  service  with  the  Forces,  and 
one  member  made  the  great  sacrifice  on  service  with  the  Navy. 

The  extension  of  the  Nurses’  Home  was  completed  and  opened  in 
January,  1940,  by  the  Deputy  Mayor  of  Preston  (Alderman  O.  A.  Goodier, 
J.P.).  The  building  of  the  Orthopaedic,  Eye  and  Private  Patients’  Units 
has  been  postponed  during  the  war  period. 

The  movement  to  form  a  National  Hospital  Service,  comprising  both 
Voluntary  and  Council  Hospitals,  working  in  co-operation  on  a  Regional 
basis,  has  been  advanced  through  the  generosity  of  Lord  Nuffield,  who  gave 
£1,250,000  to  provide  a  fund  to  enable  the  Regional  machinery  to  be  .set 
up.  The  Voluntary  Hospitals  in  the  North-west  Area  have  provisionally 
formed  a  Region,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Sir  William  Ascroft,  M.A.,  D.L., 
J.P.,  and  invited  the  constituent  local  authorities  to  co-operate  in  its 
establishment.  It  is  expected  that  the  Preston  Hospitals  will  take  a  leading 
part  in  the  development  of  consultative  services  which  is  likely  to  result 
from  such  a  step. 

During  the  year  the  agreement  with  the  Preston  Corporation  and  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  for  the  joint  Maternity  Services  was  continued 
for  the  duration  of  the  war,  as  was  also  the  agreement  with  the  Corporation 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Venereal  Diseases  Centre. 

The  Board  of  Management  expresses  the  hope  that  peace  may  be  restored 
and  the  development  of  the  hospital  services  resumed  before  the  time  arrives 
for  the  next  report  to  be  recorded. 


SHAROE  GREEN  HOSPITAL* 

General* 

The  return  of  admissions,  discharges  and  deaths  for  the  year  1940  is 
contained  in  the  right-hand  column  of  Table  A,  where  it  is  contrasted  with 
figures  for  the  antecedent  five  years. 
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TABLE  a:* 


1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

In  Hospital,  Jan.  ist  ... 

138 

175 

143 

204 

181 

149 

Admissions 

1694 

1739 

1676 

1689 

1751 

2374 

Discharges 

1390 

1450 

1314 

1429 

1480 

i960 

Deaths  ...  ...  ... 

267 

321 

301 

283 

303 

337 

In  Hospital,  Dec.  31st 

175 

143 

204 

181 

149 

226 

Patient  Days  ... 

57444 

55026 

59700 

68252 

59748 

67764 

Average  length  of  stay 

35 

28 

37 

40 

34 

29 

Hospital  Wards* 

The  admissions  to  the  general  wards  of  the  hospital  showed  an  increase 
of  607  on  last  year’s  figure.  Of  this  number,  543  constituted  patients  admitted 
under  the  Emergency  Medical  Scheme. 

Medical  Work* 

During  the  year  the  X-Ray  Department  examined  1,489  patients,  583 
of  these  being  in-patients  and  the  remaining  906  out-patients,  inclusive  of 
cases  of  tuberculosis. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  staff  of  the  Massage  Department  at  the  Preston 
Royal  Infirmary  undertook  the  treatment  of  cases  for  massage  and  electro¬ 
medical  therapy,  and  the  large  demand  for  pathological  and  bacteriological 
examinations  was  again  shared  by  the  hospital’s  own  laboratory  and  that  of 
the  Royal  Infirmary,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  F.  B.  Smith. 

Surgical  Work* 

In  the  main  surgical  theatre,  199  operations  were  performed.  Of  these 
15 1  constituted  major  operations  and  48  minor. 

Clinics* 

In  1940,  356  persons  attended  the  follow-up,  and  out-patient  clinics, 
77  of  whom  had  formerly  been  in-patients  of  the  hospital. 

Dental  Treatment* 

Mr.  A.  E.  J.  Berry  treated  163  persons  for  dental  affections  ;  54  of  these 
cases  were  from  Preston  Institution,  98  were  in-patients  of  the  hospital,  and 
II  out-patients. 

Classification  of  Diseases* 

Table  “  B  ”  presents  a  systematic  classification  of  cases  dealt  with  in 
the  general  wards  during  the  year. 
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Table  B:* 

1940 — Discharges  and  Deaths  :  1186* 

Discharges.  Deaths. 


I. 

Diseases  caused  by  infection  or  infestation 

III 

5 

2. 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  : 

(a)  Organic  disorders,  tumours,  haemorrhage, 
inflammation,  etc.  ... 

50 

54 

(b)  Functional  disorders 

21 

3- 

Diseases  of  the  eye,  ear  and  nose  ... 

15 

I 

4- 

Diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

92 

123 

5- 

Diseases  of  the  blood  and  blood-forming  organs  . . . 

7 

I 

6. 

Diseases  of  the  endrocrine  glands  ... 

5 

— 

7- 

Diseases  of  the  breast 

13 

2 

8. 

Diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

153 

66 

9- 

Diseases  of  the  digestive  system  ... 

94 

46 

10. 

Diseases  due  to  disorders  of  nutrition  or 
metabolism... 

4 

II. 

Diseases  of  the  generative  system  : 

(a)  Males  ... 

16 

2 

(b)  Females 

34 

5 

(i)  associated  with  pregnancy  and 
parturition 

99 

6 

12. 

Diseases  of  bones  and  joints,  muscles,  fasciae, 
bursae 

13 

13. 

Diseases  of  areolar  tissue  ... 

17 

6 

14- 

Diseases  of  the  skin 

34 

— 

15- 

Diseases  of  the  urinary  organs 

15 

10 

16. 

Injuries,  general  and  local  ... 

28 

I 

17- 

Miscellaneous 

32 

5 

853  333 


Maternity  Wards. 

Table  ''  C  ”  summarises  the  work  of  this  department  for  the  year  1940, 
but  does  not  include  cases  of  abortion  or  miscarriage  (see  Table  “  B  ”  ii  (b)  (i)  ) 
or  cases  of  puerperal  sepsis  (see  Table  “  B  ”  ii  (b)  (i)  and  Table  “  D 
which  are  admitted  to  the  General  Wards  of  the  Hospital. 


TABLE 


In  Hospital,  ist  January,  1940 

28 

Admissions 

677 

Discharges 

671 

Deaths 

2 

In  Hospital,  31st  December,  1940 
Patients  delivered  : 

32 

Normal  deliveries  ... 

556 

Abnormal  deliveries 

Births  : 

63 

619 

Live  births 

600 

Stillbirths  ... 

28 

628 

13 


One  death  occurred  after  delivery  of  triplets  (obstetric  shock)  and  one 
from  toxaemia  due  to  severe  kidney  disease  in  a  patient  who  did  not 
co-operate. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic* 

During  1940,  599  persons  attended  for  first  examinations,  the  total 
number  of  attendances  being  3,964. 

Post-Natal  Clinic* 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-five  attendances  were  made  at  this  clinic  for 
the  purpose  of  examination,  treatment  and  advice. 


Puerperal  Sepsis  Ward* 

The  return  for  the  year  is  contained  in  Table  “  D  ”  : 

TABLE  D*' 

In  Hospital,  ist  January,  1940  ...  ...  3 

Admissions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Discharges  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

In  Hospital,  31st  December,  1940  ...  ...  2 

Admissions  were  derived  from  the  following  sources  : — 


TABLE  ^^E*^' 


Preston  Borough  ...  ...  ...  15 

County  Area  : 

Ansdell  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Chorley  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fleetwood  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Garstang  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Hambleton  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Leyland  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Longridge  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Lostock  Hall  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Lytham  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Penwortham  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

St.  Annes  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Walton-le-Dale  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Totals  ...  ...  ...  15  24 
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Deaths* 

The  four  deaths  herein  recorded  were  all  due  to  fulminant  .sepsis.  Three 
were  County  cases  and  one  Borough.  All  were  confined  at  home.  The 
infection  in  one  instance  followed  an  abortion, 


Five  other  maternal  deaths  were  notified  during  the  year.  Of  these, 
two  were  directly  attributable  to  pregnancy  or  parturition  and  three  were 
due  to  intercurrent  disease. 

In  the  first  group  (included  in  Table  B  ii  (b)  (i))  death  was  due  (i)  to 
pulmonary  embolism  following  abortion,  and  (ii)  to  acute  cortical  necrosis 
of  the  kidneys.  Both  were  Borough  cases. 

In  the  second  group,  death  was  due  (i)  to  acute  polioencephalitis,  (ii)  to 
lobar  pneumonia,  (iii)  to  lung  abscess.  Two  of  these  were  Borough  cases 
and  one  County. 


Nursing  Staff* 


The  results  of  the  nurses’  examinations  for  the  year  were  : — 


Examination. 


Candidates.  Successes. 


Preliminary  State 
Final  State 

Central  Midwives’  Board 


12 

10 


i8 


9 

6 

15 


8* — Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes* 

There  were  six  maternity  and  nursing  homes  in  operation  at  the  end 
of  1940,  and  one  closed  before  the  end  of  the  year.  Two  applications  were 
made  by  the  management  of  institutions,  and  exemptions  granted,  under 
Section  192  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


9* — Maternal  Mortality* 

The  enquiries  instituted  on  behalf  of  the  Maternal  Mortality  Committee 
set  up  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  have  been  continued.  Details  of  these 
enquiries  are  given  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  section  of  the  report. 
Every  notified  case  of  puerperal  pyrexia  is  the  subject  of  an  inquiry. 


10* — Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers^  illegitimate  infants  and 
homeless  children* 

There  is  no  provision  for  unmarried  mothers  other  than  that  provided 

by  the  Public  Assistance  Committee.  Illegitimate  infants  and  homeless 

infants  are  maintained  in  the  children’s  nursery  in  the  Preston  Institution 
up  to  the  age  of  three  years  ;  and  from  over  that  age  Roman  Catholic  children 

are  maintained  at  the  St.  Vincent  Orphanage  for  Boys  and  the  Moorfield 

Convent  for  Cdrls  ;  Protestant  boys  and  girls  are  maintained  at  the  Cottage 
Homes,  Brockholes  View.  In  September,  1931,  the  Council  decided  "  that 
financial  assistance  granted  by  the  Council  to  expectant  mothers  by  way  of 
the  provision  of  maternity  home  accommodation,  be  granted  solely  through 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee,” 
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IL — Institutional  Provision  for  Mental  Defectives* 

Educable  children  are  provided  for  by  the  Education  Committee. 
Children  between  seven  and  i6  years  of  age  and  educable  and  requiring 
institutional  care  are  sent  to  Calderstones  Certified  Institution,  Allerton 
Priory,  and  Pontville,  Ormskirk.  Idiots  and  imbeciles  are  dealt  with  by  the 
Eancashire  Mental  Hospitals  Committee.  Male  adult  defectives  are  accom¬ 
modated  at  the  Ribchcster  Institution,  and  female  defectives  at  the  Preston 
Institution. 


12* — Ambulance  facilities* 

(a)  An  ambulance  is  maintained  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  removal 
of  cases  of  infections  disease. 

(b)  There  is  a  service  maintained  at  the  Eire  Station  for  accident  cases 
and  urgent  removals  to  hospital  ;  there  is  also  an  ambulance  maintained  at 
the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  for  conveyance  of  patients  to  and  from  the 
convalescent  homes,  and  an  ambulance  at  the  Sharoe  Green  Hospital  for 
the  conveyance  of  patients  into  the  hospital  or  to  other  institutions. 


13* — Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres* 

There  are  no  out-patient  departments  under  the  control  of  the  Local 
Authority.  The  various  clinics  and  treatment  centres  were  shown  in  the 
tabular  statement  in  the  report  for  1930. 


14* — Local  Government  Act,  1929* 

The  administrative  arrangements  under  the  above  Act  were  described 
in  the  report  for  1930. 


15* — Blind  Persons  Act,  1920* 


Seventy-one  persons  were  examined  with  a  view  to  admission  to  the 
Register  of  Blind  Persons.  Of  these  44  were  judged  to  be  “so  blind  as  to 
be  unable  to  perform  any  work  for  which  eyesight  is  ’Wsential.”  The 
remaining  27  were  not  so  certified. 

Altogether  there  are  450  persons  on  the  register,  and  these  are  placed 
as  follows  : — 


Blind  persons  employed  at  approved  workshops 
Blind  persons  employed  in  their  own  homes 
Blind  persons  employed  elsewhere 
Blind  persons  unemployable  ... 

Blind  persons  not  training,  but  trainable 
Blind  children  under  16  years  of  age 
Blind  trainees  over  16  years  of  age  ... 


31 

3 

7 

397 

7 

5 
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15^ — Unemployment  Situation — April,  1940,  to  March,  194L 

Mr.  Benson,  Manager  of  the  Employment  Exchange,  has  kindly  supplied 
the  following  information  : — 

There  was  a  general  decrease  in  the  number  of  unemployed  during  the 
year  1940/41,  which  has  been  consistent  and  is  due  to  the  continued  demand 
for  munition  workers. 

The  following  statement  of  the  live  register  shows  the  trend  in  monthly 
periods,  together  with  a  comparison  with  the  figures  for  the  same  period  in 
the  previous  year  : 


ME 

N 

WOI 

VIEN 

1940 

Wholly 

Unem¬ 

ployed 

Tempor¬ 

arily 

Stopped 

Wholly 

Unem¬ 

ployed 

Tempor¬ 

arily 

Stopped 

Total 

in 

1940-41 

Total 

in 

1939-40 

April 

1,322 

446 

i>293 

318 

3,379 

7,755 

May 

1,228 

218 

1,066 

395 

2,907 

7,074 

June 

923 

141 

1,085 

209 

2,361 

6,758 

July  . 

838 

123 

879 

292 

2,132 

6,020 

August  ... 

823 

228 

791 

317 

2,159 

5,643 

September 

720 

118 

643 

335 

1,816 

5,085 

October  ... 

640 

1 12 

677 

318 

1,747 

6,337 

November 

479 

326 

581 

748 

2,134 

5,754 

December 

435 

lOI 

302 

213 

1,251 

4,899 

1941 

January  ... 

375 

122 

622 

192 

1,311 

5,395 

February 

246 

100 

504 

266 

i,ii6 

4,888 

March 

373 

2*1 1 

552 

407 

1,543 

3,419 

The  following  will  show  the  marked  activity  in  the  placing  side  of  the 
work.  The  figures  for  1939  were  :  men  5,798,  and  women  2,993. 
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1940.  Placed  in  Employment 

Placed  in 

Employment 

Total 

locally. 

in  other  districts. 

Men  ...  1 1294 

3176 

14470 

Women  ...  3966 

2734 

6700 

Juvenile  Employment* 

The  Director  of  Education  ha 

s  supplied  the  following  figur( 

3s  relating 

Juvenile  Employment  : — 

1940 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

April  ... 

39 

II 

50 

May 

30 

31 

61 

June  ... 

24 

31 

55 

July  . 

...  87 

94 

181 

August 

. . .  — 

— 

■ — ■ 

September 

62 

83 

145 

October 

...  48 

62 

no 

November 

30 

39 

69 

December 

54 

42 

96 

1941 

J  anuary 

. . .  24 

67 

91 

February 

18 

19 

37 

March  ... 

II 

14 

25 

APPENDIX 


TO 

Section  B. 


TABLE  B  I. 


Ward 

Census 

1931 

Estimated 
Population 
June, 1940 

Nett 

Deaths 

Rate 

per 

1000 

living 

Births 

Rate 

per 

1000 

living 

Deaths 

of 

Infants 

Infant 
Mortality 
per  1000 
born 

St.  John’s 

11498 

10602 

192 

18-11 

161 

15-18 

20 

124 

Avenham 

7242 

6434 

131 

20-36 

97 

15-08 

12 

124 

Christ  Church  . . . 

7095 

6168 

94 

15-24 

100 

16-21 

9 

90 

Ashton 

9343 

8481 

134 

15-81 

121 

14-27 

3 

25 

Maudlancl 

10501 

9644 

142 

14-93 

146 

15-14 

6 

41 

St.  Peter's 

10022 

9130 

145 

15-88 

142 

15-55 

10 

70 

Moorbrook 

7852 

7023 

103 

14-66 

105 

14-95 

9 

86 

Park 

13111 

12172 

194 

15-90 

181 

14-81 

18 

99 

Trinity 

8645 

7718 

129 

16-84 

91 

11-79 

9 

99 

Deepdale 

13774 

12910 

213 

16-50 

241 

18-67 

24 

100 

Ribbleton 

10392 

9568 

160 

16-72 

192 

20-07 

23 

120 

Fishwick 

9526 

8650 

108 

12-49 

134 

15-49 

14 

104 

Unknown 

•  0  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  « 

119001 

108500 

1745 

16-09 

1711 

15-77 

157 

91 
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TABLE  B  2. 

Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1940  and  previous  ten  years. 


Births. 

Nett. 

Total  Deaths 
Registered  in 

Transferable 

Nett 

Deaths  belonging  to 
the  District. 

Und’r  1  yr.of  age 

At  all  Ages. 

Total 

Population. 

of  Non- 

of  Resi- 

Rate 

Year. 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate 

Num 

ber. 

I^ite. 

resid’ts 
regis¬ 
tered 
in  the 
district 

dents 

not 

regist’d 
in  the 
district 

Num 

ber 

per 

1,000 

Nett 

Births. 

Num 

bn 

Rate. 

1930 

126, 100 

1975 

15.66 

1437 

11*40 

185 

292 

145 

73 

1544 

12.24 

1931 

120, 100 

1881 

15.66 

1518 

12.63 

157 

300 

88 

1661 

13-83 

1932 

118,500 

1764 

14.89 

1376 

II. 61 

150 

301 

149 

84 

1547 

13-05 

T933 

1 17,800 

1720 

14. 60 

1458 

12.38 

186 

305 

150 

87 

1577 

13-39 

1934 

117,490 

1670 

14.24 

1519 

12.93 

191 

283 

69 

161 1 

15.24 

(corrected) 

1935 

1 16,200 

1742 

14.99 

1425 

12.26 

171 

324 

140 

80 

1578 

14.94 

(corrected) 

1936 

115,200 

1663 

H  43 

1444 

12.53 

194 

374 

138 

83 

1624 

15-51 

(corrected) 

^937 

1 13,600 

1590 

14.00 

1505 

13-25 

229 

338 

123 

77 

1614 

15-9 

(corrected) 

1938 

1 13,200 

1766 

15.60 

1350 

11-95 

196 

319 

125 

71 

1473 

14.44 

(corrected) 

1939 

1940 

112,800* 

II2,400t 

108,500 

1713 

I7II 

15-19 

15-77 

1407 

1623 

12.52 

14.96 

205 

257 

333 

379 

100 

157 

58 

91 

1535 

1745 

15.16 

(corrected) 

16.72 

(corrected) 

*  For  Births. 


t  For  Deaths. 

Total  population  at  all  ages. 


Average  rooms  per  occupied  dwelling . 

.  r  •  /T  Average  family  occupation  . 

Area  of  District  in  acres  No.  of  families  per  occupied  dwelling 


and  Inland  Water) 


Average  size  of  private  family. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  room... 


119,001 

r  H 

CO 

H 

30,079 

H-l 

0 

4-47  J 

4-36 

C/) 

1.02 

<U 

3-78 

0 

0.85 

^  < 

TABLE  B  3. 

Causes  of  Death  at  Different  Periods  of  Life  in  the  County  Borough  of  Preston* 
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C. — Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

l(i)— Water. 

Information  on  the  collection,  .storage  and  distribution  of  the  town’s 
water  supply  and  on  the  undertaking  generally  appeared  in  the  Report  for 
1938. 

l(ii) — Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Information  relating  to  the  trunk  sewer  system,  equipment  and  plant, 
and  the  Freckleton  Farm,  was  given  in  the  Report  for  1938. 

2. — Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  complaints  of  alleged  pollution  have  been  received  during  the  past 

year. 

3(i) — Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  34,455  fresh-water  closets  in  use  in  the  Borough  area  ;  165 
waste-water  ('*  tippler  ”)  closets,  36  privy  middens  and  four  trough  closets 
still  remain.  Thirty-three  waste-water  closets  were  abolished  and  replaced 
with  modern  pedestal  wash-down  closets  during  the  year. 

3(ii) — Public  Cleansing. 

The  bulk  of  the  town’s  refuse  is  dealt  with  at  the  Argyll  Road  Depot, 
and  is  subjected  to  salvage  treatment.  The  work  has  been  carried  out 
satisfactorily  during  the  year.  Machinery  is  installed  to  deal  with  unsound 
meat,  offal  and  fish. 

3(iii) — Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

a.  Dwelling-houses. 

One  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-three  dwelling-houses  were 
inspected  ;  1,065  were  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  71  under 
the  Housing  Acts. 

b.  Caravans. 

Ten  visits  have  been  made  to  such  dwellings,  all  of  which,  with  the 
exception  of  those  occupied  by  show  people,  are  under  agreement  with  the 
Local  Authority  to  close  as  and  when  suitable  alternative  accommodation 
is  found. 

c.  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  12  common  lodging  houses  on  the  register,  having  accommoda¬ 
tion  in  74  rooms  for  443  males  and  in  seven  rooms  for  25  females  ;  142  visits 
were  made  during  the  year. 
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d*  Houses  Let  in  Lodgings* 

There  are  50  premises  registered  as  houses  let  in  lodgings,  with  accommo¬ 
dation  for  a  daily  population  of  502  persons  ;  51  visits  of  inspection  were 
made,  and  no  additional  premises  were  registered  during  the  past  year. 

e*  Canal  Boats* 

These  dwellings  are  reported  upon  in  this  Report  in  the  section  dealing 
with  Port  Health  Administration. 


f*  Places  of  Public  Entertainment* 

There  are  18  cinemas,  7  billiards  halls,  ii  bowling  greens  for  public 
use,  23  dance  halls  and  occasional  theatres  and  two  theatres  ;  iii  visits 
were  made  to  such  premises. 

g*  Drains* 

Six  hundred  and  seventy-two  inspections  and  1,498  re-visits  were  made 
506  drains  were  tested,  repaired  or  renewed. 


h*  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  AcL  1919* 

Complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  104  dwelling-houses,  six  food  stores 
and  17  other  premises.  In  19  cases  the  complaint  was  not  confirmed.  In 
the  investigation  of  complaints  and  the  supervision  of  work  251  visits  and 
356  re-visits  were  made,  14  premises  being  rendered  rat-proof  and  115  rats 
being  caught. 

i*  Stable  Premises  and  Garages* 

Forty-five  visits  and  51  re-visits  were  made  to  these  premises  to  secure 
compliance  with  the  bye-laws  respecting  the  removal  of  manure  and  the 
proper  maintenance  of  the  premises. 

j*  Offensive  Trades* 

The  following  offensive  trades,  to  which  43  visits  were  made,  are 
established  in  the  Borough  :  Fat  and  tallow  melters,  5  ;  gut  scrapei  ,.  i  ; 
hide  and  skin  dealers,  4  ;  soap  boilers,  2  ;  and  tripe  boilers,  5. 


k*  Pig  Keepers* 

There  is  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  pigs  kept  in  the  Borough, 
and  arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Cleansing 
Department  for  supplies  of  kitchen  waste  to  be  made  available  to  owners. 
There  are  now  27  pig  keepers  in  the  Borough,  the  approximate  number  of 
pigs  is  832,  varying  according  to  seasonal  requirements,  and  25  visits  were 
made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors, 
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L  Factories* 

One  hundred  and  thirty-eight  visits  were  made  to  bakehouses  and 
factories  in  connection  with  the  cleansing  of  premises,  sanitary  accommoda¬ 
tion  and  drainage  defects  ;  86  re-visits  to  supervise  the  work  of  cleansing 
and  repair  were  made  to  the  13  bakehouses  and  nine  factories  concerned. 

m*  Private  Passages* 

Sixteen  passages  were  flagged  or  repaired. 

n*  Disinfection*  ' 

The  disinfection  of  366  premises  was  carried  out  after  the  occurrence 
of  infectious  disease  or  the  removal  of  tuberculous  people. 

3(iv) — Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs* 

The  Borough  Surveyor's  Department  inspected  774  Corporation  houses, 
73  of  which  were  found  to  be  verminous  and  were  disinfested  ;  141  houses 
were  inspected  in  connection  with  applications  made  for  tenancy  of 
Corporation  houses  and  70  were  found  to  be  infested.  Sixteen  privately- 
owned  houses  were  disinfested  during  the  year.  Five  loads  of  furniture 
were  subjected  to  HCN  gas  fumigation  during  removal  to  Corporation  houses, 
the  bedding  being  dealt  with  at  the  Disinfecting  Station,  Argyll  Road. 


4* — Schools* 

Complaints  were  received  from  five  schools,  one  alleging  rat  infestation 
and  four  dealing  with  drainage  defects.  All  the  defects  found  were  remedied. 


26 


D.  Port  Health  Administration. 

ea 

The  Port  Health  Administrative  District  has  been  described  in  previous 
Reports. 


L — Amount  of  Shipping  Entering  the  Port  during  the  Year. 


Total  Foreign  and 
Coastwise 


Number 

[nspected 

Number 
reported 
to  be 
defective 

Number 
on  which 
defects 
were 
remedied 

Number  of  Vessels 
reported  as  having, 
or  having  had, 
during  the  voyage 
Infectious  Disease 
on  board. 

By  the 
Med.  Officer 
of  Health. 

By  the 
Sanitary 
Inspector 

m 

m 

123 

98 

Nil 

2. — Character  of  Trade  of  Port. 

5|<  H<  sf:  H<  %  sH 


3. — Water  Supply. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  character  of  or  arrangements  for  the  supply 
of  water,  which  is  derived  from  the  town  supply,  an  upland  surface  water 
of  good'  quality. 


4. — Port  Sanitary  Regulations^  1933. 

The  arrangements  in  force  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  these 
Regulations  have  been  described  fully  in  a  previous  Report. 

There  were  no  cases  of  infectious  sickness  landed  from  vessels  during 
the  year. 

There  were  no  cases  of  infectious  sickness  occurring  on  vessels  during 
the  voyage. 


5.— Measures  against  Rodents. 

Measures  have  been  taken  under  each  of  the  following  headings  on  the 
lines  detailed  in  previous  Reports  : — 

(i)  For  the  detection  of  rodent  plague  (a)  in  ships  in  the  Port,  and  (b) 
on  quays,  wharves  and  in  warehouses  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Port  ; 
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(ii)  To  prevent  the  passage  of  rats  between  ships  and  the  shore  ; 

(iii)  For  the  de-ratisation  of  (a)  ships,  and  (b)  premises  in  the  vicinity  of 

docks  and  quays  ; 

0 

(iv)  For  the  detection  of  rat  prevalence  in  ships  and  on  the  shore  ; 

(v)  (a)  For  the  maintenance  of  rat-proofing  of  docks,  wharves,  warehouses 
and  other  premises,  and  (b)  for  the  extension  of  rat-proof  measures. 

Measures  of  rat  destruction  on  plague-  ''  infected  ”  or  ‘‘  suspected 
vessels  or  vessels  from  plague-infected  ports  arriving  in  the  Port  during 
the  3^ear  : — 

Total  number  of  such  vessels  arriving  ...  3 


Number  of  such  vessels — 

Fumigated  by  SOg  ...  ...  —  Number  of  rats  killed 

Fumigated  by  HCN  ...  —  Number  of  rats  killed 

On  which  trapping,  poisoning, 

etc.,  were  employed  ...  —  Number  of  rats  killed 


6. — Hygiene  of  Crews'  Spaces* 

Classification  of  Nuisances. 


Nationality 

Number  of  Vessels 
Inspected 

Defects  of 
original 
construction 

Structural 
defects 
through  wear 
and  tear 

Dirt,  Vermin 
and  other 
conditions 
prejudicial 
to  health 

British 

m 

3 

80 

65 

Others 

I 

43 

29 

7* — Food  Inspection* 

No  appreciable  amount  of  food  to  which  the  Public  Health  (Imported 
Food)  Regulations,  1937,  Public  Health  (Imported  Milk)  Regulations,  1926, 
Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925-1939,  or  the 
Public  Health  (Shellfish)  Regulations,  1934,  apply  enters  the  Port,  although 
during  the  year  two  consignments  of  hog  casings  were  dealt  with. 

In  the  period  under  review  2,725  cattle  and  1,575  sheep  and  275  lambs 
were  landed.  One  sheep  was  slaughtered  at  the  lairage. 
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(ii)  Shellfish* 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Preston  (Shellfish)  Regulations,  1923. 
Fifteen  visits  were  made  to  the  cleansing  tanks. 


8* — Parrots  (Prohibition  of  Import)  Regulations^  1930* 

Eleven  parrots  came  under  observation  during  the  past  year.  In  all 
cases  written  undertakings  were  received  from  the  owners  that  the  birds 
would  not  be  landed  unless  for  bacteriological  purposes. 

9* — Canal  Boats* 

No  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurred  during  the  year.  Forty  visits 
were  made  in  connection  with  the  13  canal  boats  on  the  Register. 
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E. — Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  daily  quantity  of  milk  sold  in  the  Borough  of  Preston  amounts  to 
approximately  7,113  gallons. 

There  are  18  cowkeepers  in  the  Borough,  with  a  daily  production  of 
640  gallons,  356  gallons  of  which  are  sold  retail  by  nine  producers.  Six  of  the 
cowkeepers  are  licensed  producers  of  "  accredited  ”  milk,  with  a  daily  pro¬ 
duction  of  285  gallons. 


(i)  Food  and  Drugs  AcL  1938. 

Four  cows  suffering  from  tuberculosis  were  discovered  during  routine 
inspections  of  dairy  herds,  and  three  animals  were  removed  from  milking 
herds  on  account  of  mastitis.  The  milk  of  two  cows  was  suspended 
temporarily  for  other  reasons. 

There  are  at  the  present  time  475  milking  cows  housed  in  18  different 
premises  in  the  Borough  which  are  visited  quarterly.  The  health  and  general 
condition  of  the  cattle  have  been  satisfactory  and  the  standard  of  cleanliness 
of  the  cattle  generally  is  improving. 

One  farm  has  been  added  to  the  list  of  Accredited  Producers,  and 
improvements  and  repairs  have  been  completed  on  three  farm  premises. 

The  apparent  decrease  in  the  sale  of  “  accredited  ”  milk  does  not 
represent  a  departure  from  the  demand  for  this  class  of  milk,  but  is  explained 
by  the  fact  that  a  number  of  producers  of  "  accredited  milk  do  not  market 
their  product  as  a  designated  milk,  due  to  the  extra  work  and  expense  which 
would  be  called  for  in  its  bottling  and  capping,  but  prefer  to  sell  it  as  ordinary 
fresh  milk. 

(ii)  School  Milk  Supply. 

A  constant  watch  is  kept  on  the  milk  supplied  to  schools,  special  attention 
being  given  to  its  cleanliness,  freedom  from  bacterial  contamination,  and 
compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order, 
1936. 

(iii)  Examination  of  Milk. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  the  purpose 
of  examination  for  tubercle  bacilli  ;  17  samples  of  raw  milk  were  found  to 
contain  tubercle  bacilli,  all  samples  of  designated  milk  being  free  from 
infection.  In  one  case  there  was  no  result,  owing  to  the  premature  death  of 
the  inoculated  guinea  pigs,  and  there  was  a  serious  restriction  in  the 
investigation  of  infected  milk  supplies  owing  to  the  temporary  shortage  of 
guinea  pigs. 


30 


In  consequence  of  the  finding  of  17  infected  samples,  18  cows  diseovered 
as  suffering  from  one  of  the  scheduled  forms  of  tuberculosis  were  valued  and 
slaughtered  under  the  provisions  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  eompensation 
being  paid  by  the  eentral  authority. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  32  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  13 
individual  eows  in  "  aeeredited  "  herds  and  25  from  other  cattle  in  the 
Borough.  One  sample  was  found  to  be  positive  to  the  biologieal  test  for 
tubercle  baeilli,  and  had  been  taken  from  an  “  accredited  ”  herd  ;  one 
sample  shewed  the  presence  of  tubercle  baeilli  by  microscopic  examination. 


Class  of  Sample 

Number  of 
Samples 
taken 

Coliform  Bacilli 
in  o-oi  Millilitre 

Methylene  Blue 
Reduetion  Test 

Present 

Absent 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Ungraded  raw  Milk  ... 

239 

57 

182 

57 

182 

“  Accredited  ”  Milk  ... 

•  •  • 

. . . 

“  Tuberculin 

Tested  "  Milk... 

I 

•  •  • 

I 

•  .  • 

I 

Pasteurised  " 

Milk 

I 

The  sample  satisfied  the  prescribed  test,  i.e., 
contained  not  more  than  100,000  bacteria 
per  millilitre  and  was  properly  pasteurised 

The  Veterinary  Offieer  examined  241  samples  of  milk  for  physical 
contamination  by  dung  or  other  dirt,  for  butter  fat  content,  and  for  keeping 
quality,  with  the  following  results  :  Clean,  138  ;  fair,  48  ;  slightly  con¬ 
taminated,  12  ;  contaminated,  39  ;  seriously  eontaminated,  4  ;  bad  odour, 
3  ;  taste,  4  ;  bad  odour  and  taste,  3  ;  souring  after  24  hours,  2  ;  satisfactory, 
229.  In  cases  where  the  butter  fat  content  was  found  to  be  below  the 
presumed  standard,  samples  were  taken  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  with  a  view  to  legal  aetion  being  taken. 

Thirty-two  individual  samples  taken  from  herds  during  tlieir  clinical 
inspection  were  examined  microscopically  for  tubercle  bacilli,  and  one  sample 
was  found  to  be  positive. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  Veterinary  Officer  made  668  visits  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  943 
visits  to  food-preparing  premises,  slaughterliouses,  food  stores  and  similar 
establishments. 
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(i)  Retail  Markets* 

There  are  two  retail  markets  dealing  in  vegetables  and  dairy  produce, 
the  Orchard  Street  market,  covered  but  not  enclosed,  is  open  twice  weekly, 
a  few  stalls  having  a  daily  stand,  and  the  Lune  Street  market,  which  is  used 
for  a  short  time  once  weekly  exclusively  for  home-produced  fruit,  vegetable 
and  farm  produce. 


(ii)  Private  Slaughterhouses* 

On  January  15th,  1940,  all  slaughtering  in  private  slaughterhouses 
ceased,  and  the  scheme  for  centralised  slaughter  under  the  control  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food  came  into  operation. 

(iii)  Slaughter  of  Animals  AcF  1933* 

As  stated  in  the  Report  for  the  previous  year,  a  strong  recommendation 
has  been  made  for  the  installation  of  the  electro-lethaler  for  the  stunning  of 
pigs  and  sheep. 

The  number  of  slaughtermen  licensed  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  128. 

(iv)  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations^  1924* 

Arrangements  for  the  enforcement  of  these  Regulations  continue  to  work 
satisfactorily. 

(v)  Fish  Markets* 

The  wholesale  fish  market  is  held  at  the  L.  M.  &  S.  Railway  Station  in 
the  early  morning,  and  is  visited  regularly.  The  daily  retail  markets  also 
are  under  close  supervision.  During  the  year  the  following  quantities  of 
foodstuffs  arrived  at  the  wholesale  market  :  Dry  fish,  138  tons  i8|  cwts,  ; 
shellfish,  5  tons  15  cwts.  ;  wet  fish,  1,676  tons  14J  cwts.  ;  and  rabbits, 
poultry,  etc.,  16  tons  2  cwts.  The  quantity  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  was  7I  cwts. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938* 

During  the  year  iii  samples  of  various  foods  and  drugs  were  submitted 
to  the  Public  Analyst,  and  14,  or  12.6  per  cent.,  were  found  to  be  adulterated, 
compared  with  10.2  per  cent,  in  1939  and  5.34  per  cent,  in  1938.  The  number 
of  samples  per  1,000  population  was  i.oi. 

ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  OTHER  ACTS* 

(i)  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926* 

Owing  to  the  severe  rationing  of  supplies,  precise  information  cannot  be 
given  of  the  amounts  handled  by  the  25  traders  engaged  in  this  class  of 
business.  Two  samples  of  feeding  stuffs  and  three  of  fertilisers  were  taken 
during  the  year  and  were  satisfactory. 
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(ii)  Merchandise  Marks  Act^  1926* 

The  Veterinary  Officer  made  210  visits  and  the  Sanitar;^  Inspectors  261 
visits  to  various  premises  in  connection  with  the  requirements  of  this  Act  in 
the  indication  of  origin  of  foodstuffs  when  exposed  for  sale. 

(iii)  Protection  of  Animals  Act,  1911-1912, 

During  the  year  warning  was  given  to  four  owners  respecting  five  animals 
(four  cows  in  an  overstocked  condition  and  one  horse  in  a  lame  state  and  which 
was  subsequently  destroyed).  Prosecution  was  taken  (a)  in  the  overstocking 
of  two  cov/s,  in  wliich  cases  the  defendant  was  fined  £10  and  ordered  to 
pay  costs,  and  (b)  in  the  sealing  and  overstocking  of  a  newly-calved  cow,  for 
which  the  defendant  was  fined  £5  and  ordered  to  pay  £3  3s.  od.  costs.  All 
dairy  cattle  exposed  for  sale  in  the  Market  are  subjected  to  careful  examination 
and  any  cows  shewing  undue  distension  of  the  udder  are  relieved  on  official 
instructions. 

(iv)  GeneraL 

During  the  year  12,632  bovines  (including  1,729  calves),  59,464  sheep, 
9,936  pigs  and  one  goat  were  slaughtered  in  the  Public  Abattoir  ;  628,715  lbs. 
of  meat  were  condemned,  this  amount  including  415,989  lbs.  unfit  by  reason 
of  tuberculosis.  The  total  was  made  up  of  1,294  carcases  of  bovines  (including 
650  calves,  mainly  immature),  219  pigs  and  230  sheep.  Part  carcases  were 
responsible  for  a  large  proportion  of  the  total  weight. 
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— Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  Diseases. 

(AO— GENERAL. 

Apart  from  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and 
an  epidemic  of  measles,  there  was  again  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  notifiable 
and  other  infectious  diseases  during  the  year.  The  number  of  cases  of 
diphtheria  was  the  lowest  recorded  for  some  years. 

The  epidemic  of  measles,  which  mainly  affected  Deepdale  and  Ribbleton 
wards,  began  in  February,  reached  its  peak  in  April,  continued  through  May 
and  June,  and  then  began  to  subside. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  as  follows  : — 


Diphtheria 

1940 

62 

1939 

80 

1938 

187 

Scarlet  Fever... 

241 

201 

389 

Enteric  Fever 

5 

9 

I 

Erysipelas 

18 

31 

40 

Pneumonia 

122 

149 

89 

Infantile  Paralysis  ... 

I 

I 

2 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

50 

98 

520 

Measles 

1904 

83 

983 

Sonne  Dysentery 

8 

13 

43 

Whooping  cough  was  less  prevalent  in  1940  than  in  1939. 

The  cases  of  enteric  fever  occurred  in  :  June,  i  ;  August,  i  ;  September, 
2  ;  December,  i.  One  of  the  four  cases  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
was  found  to  be  suffering  from  pneumonia. 


(B.)— ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

Four  hundred  and  sixty-two  cases  were  admitted  as  compared  with 
346  in  1939.  The  diseases  for  which  they  were  admitted  were — scarlet  fever 
206,  enteric  fever  4,  diphtheria  98,  measles  105,  erysipelas  12,  cerebro-spinal 
meningitis  13,  ophthalmia  neonatorum  i,  pemphigus  neonatorum  2,  whooping 
cough  I,  Sonne  dysentery  9,  chicken  pox  5,  mumps  i,  pneumonia  i, 
scabies  4.  There  were  10  deaths,  which  were  caused  by — diphtheria  (3), 
measles  (i),  erysipelas  (i),  meningitis  (2),  pneumonia  (i),  congenital  heart 
disease  (i),  middle  ear  disease  (i). 

The  average  length  of  stay  was  22.08  days,  and  the  average  number  of 
beds  occupied  daily  was  26.59  (scarlet  fever  15.93,  diphtheria  6.44). 
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(CO—TUBERCULOSIS* 


L — Incidence  and  Mortality  of  the  Disease* 

During  1940  the  total  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  notified 
in  Preston  was  151.  Of  these  104  were  pulmonary  and  47  non-pulmonary 
cases.  In  the  previous  year  the  number  of  notifications  was  122  (95 
pulmonary  and  27  non-pulmonary). 

The  above  figures  give  a  notification  rate  of  1.39  per  1,000  of  the 
population  (pulmonary  0.96  and  non-pulmonary  0.43).  The  efficiency  of 
notification  may  on  the  whole  be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  Preston  during  1940  as  being 
due  to  tuberculosis  in  some  form  or  other  was  71  (pulmonary  63  and  non- 
pulmonary  8).  The  number  in  the  previous  year  was  88  (pulmonary  73 
and  non-pulmonary  15). 

The  death  rate  from  all  forms  of  the  disease  was  0.65  per  1,000  of  the 
population  (pulmonary  0.58  and  non-pulmonary  0.07). 

The  ratio  of  deaths  of  non-notified  cases  was  as  one  to  5.5. 

The  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  notifications  and  deaths  are  shown 
in  Table  i. 


2* — Work  done  during  the  year* 

(a)  At  the  Dispensary* 

During  the  year  344  new  patients  were  examined  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer,  either  at  the  Dispensary  or  at  their  own  homes. 

Old  patients  made  2,081  attendances  at  the  Dispensary  for  treatment, 
reports  or  observation  purposes. 

Of  the  new  patients,  146  were  diagnosed  as  suffering  definitely  from 
tuberculosis  in  some  form  or  other,  100  from  pulmonary  and  46  from  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


The  pulmonary  cases  were  classified  as  follows  : 


T.B.  — 


50 

19 

30 


T.B.  +  Group  I  ... 

T.B.  +  Group  2  ... 

T.B.  +  Group  3  ... 


I 


100 
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The  explanation  of  the  above  groupings  is  as  follows  : — 

Class  T.B.  ^ —  comprises  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  which  the 
tubercle  bacilli  were  never  actually  found  in  the  sputum  examined. 

Class  T.B.  +  comprises  all  the  other  cases,  in  which  the  presence  of 
tubercle  bacilli  in  the  sputum  has  been  demonstrated  at  some  period  or 
other  of  the  disease.  The  latter  class  is  further  sub-divided  into  Groups  i, 
2  and  3,  corresponding  approximately  and  respectively  to  early,  intermediate 
and  advanced  stages  of  the  disease. 

The  non-pulmonary  cases  were  classified  as  follows  : — 

Bones  and  Joints  ...  ...  ...  ...  lo 

Abdominal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Peripheral  Glands...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Other  Organs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

46 

The  Tuberculosis  Nurse  made  126  visits  to  the  homes  of  new  patients 
and  1,608  re-visits  to  those  of  old  patients. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  513  cases  on  the  Dispensary 
Register,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  501.  During  the  year  186  cases  were 
removed  from  the  Register  for  the  following  reasons  : — cases  regarded  as 
cured  63,  cases  died  49,  and  cases  lost  sight  of  or  transferred  to  other  areas  74. 

During  the  year  545  examinations  of  sputum  for  the  presence  of  tubercle 
bacilli  were  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  work  of  the  Dispensar}^ 
These  examinations  were  carried  out  in  the  bacteriological  laboratory  of  the 
Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 

During  the  year  584  X-ray  Examinations  were  carried  out  at  Sharoe 
Green  Hospital. 

(b)  Chestnuts  Sanatorium* 

There  are  no  important  developments  to  be  reported  in  connection  with 
this  Institution  during  the  year.  The  accommodation  remains  the  same, 
namely,  30  beds  (17  male  and  13  female). 

During  the  year  52  patients  were  admitted,  34  discharged  and  16  died. 

(c)  Residential  Treatment* 

During  the  year  59  patients  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 
admitted  to  Sanatoria  (other  than  the  Chestnuts  Sanatorium),  54  were 
discharged  and  4  died  in  Sanatoria.  Twenty-eight  patients  suffering  from 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  admitted  to  General  and  Special  Hospitals, 
28  were  discharged  and  2  died  in  the  Institutions.  The  number  of 
observation  cases  admitted  and  discharged  during  the  year  was  5. 
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Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925* 

There  was  no  known  instance  in  which  a  tuberculous  person  was  engaged 
in  the  milk  trade. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936*  Section  172* 

There  was  no  instance  in  which  the  Council  applied  for  an  order  for 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  a  tuberculous  patient. 


TABLE  F  I. 


Tuberculosis,  1940* 


Age  Periods 

Notifications. 

Deaths 

Respii 

atory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 — • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

I 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

I 

•  *  • 

I—: 

. . . 

•  •  • 

7 

3 

I 

•  •  • 

I 

2 

5—  . 

3 

5 

5 

9 

. . . 

I 

I 

•  •  • 

15—  . 

15 

17 

I 

7 

^9 

17 

2 

I 

25—  . 

16 

15 

2 

7 

. . . 

•  •  • 

*  •  * 

35“  . 

II 

2 

*  •  * 

2 

.  .  . 

•  *  • 

•  •  • 

45—  . 

6 

4 

•  •  • 

3 

15 

5 

•  •  • 

55“  . 

7 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

•  »  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

65  and  upwards 

. . . 

3 

. . . 

. . . 

2 

3 

•  •  • 

T  otals  ...  ... 

58 

46 

15 

32 

37 

26 

5 

3 

(DO— VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

The  treatment  of  Venereal  Disease  is  carried  out  at  the  Preston  Royal 
Infirmary.  Mr.  R.  Cunliffe  Shaw,  F.R.C.S.,  is  in  charge  of  the  arrangements. 

Four  hundred  and  sixty-two  persons  attended  for  the  first  time,  which 
represents  an  increase  over  last  year. 

There  were  143  new  cases  of  syphilis,  59%  of  whom  were  males.  This 
figure  is  slightly  higher  than  last  year.  Sixty-four  patients  ceased  to  attend 
before  the  expiration  of  treatment,  15  of  whom  were  in  the  infectious  stages. 
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Two  hundred  and  fifty-five  new  cases  of  gonorrhoea  were  treated. 
Over  8o%  of  the  new  cases  occurred  in  men.  8.3%  of  the  men  and  17.0% 
of  the  women  ceased  to  attend  before  completion  of  the  treatment.  These 
latter  figures  are  much  higher  than  those  in  1939. 

Seventy-one  per  cent,  of  all  cases  resided  in  the  Borough,  the  remainder 
mainly  in  the  adjacent  County  area. 

One  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-three  persons  made  10,841 
total  attendances,  a  considerable  fall  compared  with  last  year. 


V*D*  Campaign* 

An  educational  campaign  relating  to  the  dangers  inseparable  from 
promiscuous  sexual  relations  was  undertaken  by  the  British  Social  Hygiene 
Council  on  behalf  of  the  Health  Committee  in  January,  1940,  and  was 
continued,  with  intervals,  up  to  the  end  of  March,  1941.  Films  were  shown 
and  addresses  given  to  large  audiences,  special  meetings  being  arranged  for 
different  groups,  which  included  young  people  of  both  sexes,  parents,  the 
general  public,  and  members  of  H.M.  Forces.  A  large  amount  of  instructive 
literature  was  distributed  at  each  meeting. 

In  addition,  contact  was  made  with  various  organisations  in  the  town, 
the  Clergy,  the  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Association  of  Girls’  Clubs,  the 
Preston  Moral  Welfare  Council,  and  the  Rotary  Club,  the  object  being  to 
explain  the  present  social  hygiene  position  in  the  country  and  to  seek  the 
co-operative  interest  of  leading  members  of  the  community. 

(E*)— VACCINATION* 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  two  public  vaccinators.  Four  hundred  and 
seventy-five  children  under  i  year  of  age  and  ii  over  i  year  of  age  were 
successfully  vaccinated,  while  4  persons  were  successfully  re-vaccinated  during 
the  year.  This  total  is  127  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  There  were  892 
conscientious  objectors  ;  vaccination  was  postponed  on  a  medical  certificate 
in  56  instances  ;  112  children  died  before  vaccination  and  127  removed  to 
other  districts. 
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G. — Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

(AO— STATISTICS. 

1.  — Birth  Rate. 

The  number  of  children  ])orn  was  1711  and  the  birth  rate  was  15-77 
per  1000  living,  compared  with  1713  and  15.19  in  1939.  Of  the  1711  births 
885  were  males  and  826  were  females.  1632  were  legitimate  and  79  were 
illegitimate.  The  percentage  of  illegitimate  births  was  4.62. 

A  summary  of  the  1661  notifications  received  under  the  Notifications 
of  Births  Act  reveals  the  fact  that  40.76  per  cent,  were  made  by  midwives,  25.04 
per  cent,  by  the  Sharoe  Green  Hospital,  21.32  per  cent,  by  the  Preston  Royal 
Infirmary,  10. ii  per  cent,  by  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  2.65  per  cent,  by  j^rivate 
nursing  homes,  and  0.12  per  cent,  by  doctors  and  parents. 

2.  — Infant  Mortality  Rate. 

The  number  of  infant  deaths  was  157.  Of  these  91  were  males  and 
66  were  females.  The  death  rate  per  thousand  was  91 — legitimate  146, 
illegitimate  ii. 

(B.)— GENERAL. 

1. — Maternal  Deaths. 


Maternal  deaths^  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1940. 


Place  of  Death 

Total  Deaths 
in  the 
Borough 

Internal 

Transfers 

External 

Transfers 

Nett 

Preston  Roval 

Infirmary  ... 

6 

•  •  • 

2 

4 

Sharoe  Green  Hospital... 

. . . 

4 

. . . 

4 

St.  Joseph’s  Hospital  ... 

2 

n 

Whittingham 

. . . 

I 

•  •  " 

I 

Private  Dwelling 

. . . 

I 

. . . 

I 

8 

6 

2 

12 

Eight  women  died  in  Preston  during  1940  from  ea\ises  attributable  I0 
pregnancy  and  childbirth, 
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Of  these,  six  were  Preston  women  and  two  lived  in  adjacent  districts, 
but  died  in  Preston. 

In  addition  six  Preston  women  died  outside  the  Borough. 

Of  the  12  deatlis,  four  occurred  in  Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  four  in 
Sharoc  Green  Hospital,  two  in  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  one  in  Whittingham 
Mental  Hospital,  and  one  in  a  Northern  town. 

Deaths  were  attributed  to  the  following  causes  : 

1.  Confusional  insanity  following  upon  toxaemia  of  pregmincy. 

2.  Toxaemia  of  pregnancy. 

3.  Anasthesia  administered  for  difficult  labour. 

4.  Ulcerative  Colitis.  Ulcerative  endometritis.  Parturition. 

5.  Acute  necrosis  of  the  kidneys.  Confinement. 

6.  Acute  peritonitis.  Abortion. 

7.  Eclampsia. 

8.  Obstetrical  Shock. 

9.  Obstetrical  Shock. 

10.  Obstetrical  Shock. 

11.  Acute  necrosis  of  the  kidneys.  Toxaemia  of  pregnancy. 

12.  Pulmonary  embolism.  Abortion. 

Very  careful  enquiries  into  these  painful  occurrences  are  made,  and  a 
report,  including  the  ante-natal  history,  the  confinement  and  subsequent 
treatment,  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Obstetrical  shock  occurs 
in  otherwise  straightforward  cases.  The  toxaemias  of  pregnancy  are  generally 
perceived  by  the  patient’s  attendants,  but  in  many  instances  come  on  suddenly 
and  without  warning.  In  one  instance.  No.  4  in  the  statement  of  causes  above, 
the  patient’s  co-operation  was  not  secured,  and  No.  i  occurred  in  1939  but 
was  certified  by  the  Coroner  in  1940  and  is  included  in  this  report. 

The  maternal  death  rate  was  7.01  per  1000  registered  live  births  and 
6.62  including  registered  still-births.  The  rates  during  1939  were  3.50  and 
3.34  respectively. 

2*— Puerperal  Pyrexia* 

Twenty-four  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified,  22  by  the  Preston 
Royal  Infirmary  and  two  by  private  practitioners.  All  these  cases  recovered. 

3* — Ophthalmia  Neonatorum* 

One  case  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  was  notified.  This  was  treated  at 
home,  and  recovered  satisfactorily. 

4* — Stillbirths* 

There  were  102  still-births  registered  in  1940,  of  which  74  were  notified, 
24  occurring  at  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  27  at  home,  17  at  Sharoe  Green 
Hospital,  one  in  a  private  nursing  home,  and  five  at  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital. 
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Thirty-four  of  the  mothers  of  these  still-births  were  primiparae,  i.e., 
confined  for  the  first  time. 


5* — Inspection  of  Midwives* 


Twenty-six  midwives,  including  nine  Municipal  midwives,  gave  notice, 
on  January  ist,  1940,  of  their  intention  to  practise  in  the  Borough.  Four 
more  midwives  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  practise  during  the  year, 
one  of  whom  was  a  Municipal  midwife  newly  appointed  to  replace  one  who 
retired  owing  to  ill-health,  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  30 
midwives  registered.  These  included  ten  Municipal  midwives,  nine  practising 
at  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  two  at  St.  Joseph's  Hospital,  three  in 
maternity  homes,  and  six  in  private  practice. 

The  number  of  deliveries  by  municipal  midwives  was  616  ;  the  number 
of  deliveries  by  independent  midwives  was  61  ;  and  the  number  of  deliveries 
in  maternity  homes  was  44. 


The  work  of  the  midwives  is  regularly  inspected,  both  at  their  homes, 
at  the  homes  of  their  patients,  and  at  the  Ante-natal  Centres.  They  are 
given  every  support  and  encouragement  and  respond  to  it. 


Medical  aid  was  sought  by  midwives,  in  accordance  with  Rule  E  (12) 
of  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  in  185  cases,  for  the  reasons  summarised 
below  : 


During  pregnancy 
During  labour 
Lying-in  period 
Condition  of  infants 


20 

112 

13 
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In  respect  of  these  calls  91  applications  were  submitted  to  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Sub-Committee  for  financial  assistance.  The  whole  cost 
was  granted  in  42  instances  and  part-cost  in  six  instances,  while  the  remaining 
43  were  not  allowed.  The  cost  to  the  Council  was  £69  i6s.  6d. 


Ninety-seven  applications  for  the  services  of  a  midwife  were  received. 
In  69  instances  the  whole  cost  was  granted,  and  in  12  part-cost  was  granted, 
the  remaining  16  not  being  allowed.  This  service  cost  the  Council 

£105  15s-  od. 

Seventeen  applications  were  received  for  the  services  of  a  home  help  ; 
in  14  instances  the  whole  cost  was  granted,  the  remaining  three  cases  not 
being  allowed.  The  cost  of  this  service  was  £49  5s.  od. 


6* — Inspection  of  Nursing  Homes* 

At  the  end  of  1939  there  were  six  registered  nursing  homes.  One  was 
closed  during  the  year.  Sixteen  inspections  were  made. 

7* — Infant  Welfare  Centres* 

The  attendance  at  the  eight  Infant  Welfare  Centres  held  weekly  was 
25,960,  compared  with  28,268  for  1939,  a  decrease  of  2,308.  One  thousand 
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three  hundred  and  fifty-three  infants,  86  per  cent,  of  the  notified  live  births, 
attended  a  Welfare  Clinic  at  least  once. 

A  pre-school  Child  Clinic  has  been  held  weekly  at  North  Road  and 
fortnightly  at  Fishwick  View  Clinic.  The  total  attendances  were  523. 

Sale  of  Dried  Milk,  etc*,  at  the  Centres* 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  value  of  goods  sold  at  cost  price  from  £807 
in  1939  to  £1,399  1940.  On  July  ist  the  supply  of  free  milk  was  taken 

over  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  The  supply  of  free  drugs  and  dried  milk 
cost  the  Corporation  £235  i6s.  8d. 

8* — Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Centres* 

There  are  three  ante-natal  clinics  held  weekly,  two  at  North  Road  and 
one  at  Fishwick  View.  The  attendances  of  patients  at  these  clinics  arc 
as  follows  : 

Four  hundred  and  sixteen  expectant  mothers  made  1350  attendances 

at  the  ante-natal  clinics.  The  corresponding  figures  last  year  were  510 

and  1613. 

Eighteen  patients  made  48  attendances  at  the  post-natal  clinic  as 

compared  with  146  and  200  last  year. 

The  war  situation  is  probably  the  most  effective  single  cause  in  this 
marked  drop  in  numbers. 

9* — Massage* 

Miss  Manning  has  continued  her  good  work  at  North  Road,  Fishwick 
View  and  the  Stoneygate  Nursery.  Seventy-seven  new  cases  and  85  old 
patients  received  2180  treatments.  Sixty-eight  were  discharged  as  cured 
and  26  failed  to  complete  the  treatment.  Seventy-one  children  were  referred 
to  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  for  advice  and  treatment.  There  is  a  definite 
fall  of  12  per  cent,  in  the  number  of  new  cases. 

10*  Artificial  Sunlight* 

This  treatment  is  carried  out  at  Moor  Park  Open-Air  School  and  at 
St.  Matthew's  Vicarage,  Fishwick  View.  One  hundred  and  eighty-one  new 
cases  and  54  old  patients  received  3113  treatments.  Ninety-eight  children 
were  discharged  as  benefited  and  49  failed  to  complete  the  course.  This 
work  has  very  largely  increased  in  recent  years. 

11* — Dental  Treatment* 

There  is  again  a  slight  reduction  in  the  attendances  and  treatment  of 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children  under  school  age.  Forty-four 
expectant  mothers,  loi  nursing  mothers  and  82  children  made  386  attend¬ 
ances  in  all,  and  treatment  carried  out  included  704  extractions,  89  fillings 
and  133  gas  administrations. 
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12, — Infant  Life  Protection, 

There  were  ii  boarded-uut  children  in  Preston  under  observation  during 
the  year.  The  Health  Visitors,  who  are  Infant  TJfe  Protection  Officers, 
])aid  42  visits  to  the  ii  children. 


13,  — Voluntary  Workers, 

Voluntary  workers  have  assisted  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  and  at 
the  Orthopaedic  Clinic.  They  have  organised  free  dinners  for  expectant 
mothers  ;  1,973  free  dinners  were  given  to  82  expectant  mothers. 

Sixteen  mothers  and  32  children  had  a  fortnight’s  holiday  at  Soirthport, 
but  owing  to  the  war  the  Committee  decided  not  to  send  any  to  Fleetwood. 

14,  — Maternity  Institutions* 

There  are  32  beds  at  Sharoe  Green  Hospital,  40  beds  at  the  Preston 
I^oyal  Infirmary,  and  10  beds  at  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  Mount  Street,  making 
a  total  of  82  beds  for  maternity  cases. 

One  hundred  and  seventeen  applications  were  received  for  a  free  bed  in 
vSharoe  Green  Hospital.  In  78  of  these  whole  cost  was  granted,  in  28  cases 
part-cost  was  granted,  and  in  ii  applications  no  assistance  was  given. 

Thirty-six  applications  were  received  for  assistance  in  the  payment  for 
a  bed  in  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  for  ante-natal  treatment  and  cases  of 
special  difficulty.  Eight  cases  were  granted  free,  ii  partly  free,  and  in  17 
instances  no  assistance  was  given.  The  cost  of  this  service  was  £yo. 

15,  — Work  of  the  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses, 

During  the  year  the  Health  Visitors  paid  745  visits  to  expectant 
mothers.  They  visited  1548  new-born  infants  and  paid  9924  re-visits  to 
children  under  one  year  of  age.  They  paid  16,036  visits  to  children  aged 
I — 5  years.  They  investigated  1,706  infectious  cases,  chiefly  measles.  In  all 
they  paid  30,009  visits. 

On  November  ibtli  we  received  two  special  trains  from  London  con¬ 
taining  170  evacuated  mothers  and  young  children.  Reception  arrangements 
at  the  Station,  transport  to  Saul  Street  Baths,  maintenance  for  two  days 
and  billeting  was  a  joint  effort  made  by  the  men  and  women  of  the  Health 
Services  and  the  Preston  Voluntary  Workers’  Association.  The  assistance 
given  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Parks  and  Baths  Committee  and  tlic  Baths 
Superintendent  is  gratefully  acknowledged. 

Visits  were  ]')aid  to  these  evacuees  in  their  permanent  billets  and  their 
immediate  requiiuments-  furniture  and  clothing  -satisfied. 
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